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History of the North 
American Drought 
Monitor (NADM) 

The concept for the NADM was developed 
and discussed in 2002 

 

The first NADM map was released in March 
2003 

 

The first NADM map in all three languages 
(English, Spanish, and French)was released in 
October 2003 



History of the North 
American Drought 
Monitor (NADM) The United States started off as the only 

country to author and organize the map 

 

Canada began authoring in January 2006 

 

Mexico began authoring in October 2008 



North American 
Drought Monitor 

Partners 

Canada (2 shifts per year) 
• Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

• Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Mexico (2 shifts per year) 
• CONAGUA (Comision Nacional del Agua) 

United States (8 shifts per year split between agencies) 
• National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) 

• National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) 

• NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 

• United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 



How does the NADM get done 
??? 





Canadian Input 



Mexican Input 



Monthly data are 
gather, assembled, 
and merged into 1 

map at NCEI 



All 3 Countries 
merged together 

using ArcGIS 
shapefiles 



https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/drought/nadm/ 



NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



The National 
Drought Mitigation 
Center NADM page 

  

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/nadm/Home.aspx 



Maps and Statistics 
available for each 
country  as well s 

each state/provinces 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



Maps and Statistics 
available for each 
country  as well s 

each state/provinces 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



Change Maps 
Available to 

compare any 2 
periods 

  

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 



Time Series of the 
NADM statistics are 

also available 

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER 
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